Quantitative Estimation of Fecal Coliforms in Fresh and Frozen Fishery Products by APHA and Modified A-1 Procedures.
Fresh, frozen and breaded fish were analyzed for fecal coliforms by the modified A-1 (A-1 M) and APHA procedures. The A-1 M method produced significantly lower numbers of fecal coliforms. The lower values derived by the A-1 M procedure were attributed to the inhibiting effect of sample sediment on gas formation in fermentation tubes. By altering the A-1 M technique, estimates comparable to those produced by the presently used APHA method were obtained. Changes consisted of an increase in incubation time at 44.5°C and/or elevating gas vials in the culture tubes.